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Overview. International relations are part of our daily lives. The news, the movie industry, and how
we live our lives are all impacted by international relations and how these are governed. Although our
nations remain organized as states that are bound by national and international laws, we have
emerged as a ‘connected globalized world’. Many scholars and activists argue against this
globalization and try to understand what it means and to what extent it has and still affects our daily
lives as citizens, consumers, and citizens of the world.
This course will shed light on what are the legal instruments governing the international relations
checkerboard and governing our international and national institutions. As future journalists, you need
to understand the numerous narratives that are crafted by different stakeholders, parties, bodies,
states, etc… We will review how the international legal framework is organized, managed, influenced,
and implemented to understand its strengths and weaknesses.
Sovereignty and the state within international relations
The state remains the main actor in international relations. In this session, we will analyze the history
of the concept and its transformation as a result of globalization.
The role of the United Nations and regional bodies in the making process of international law
The main source of modern international legal structure is international custom, mainly state custom.
However, there are other sites of legal production. Bodies such as the United Nations and the
Organization of American States play important roles in today’s world.
War and Law: international humanitarian law
We live in a world where new actors are launching new wars. Traditional legal systems do not allow
us to simply qualify these new actors or their wars. In this session, we will study the rules of war and
how they see the new actors in the international arena. We will see how conflicts narratives and the
types of conflicts have evolved and how they are portrayed, discussed, and dealt with.
International Terrorism and International Law
This session will cover the narratives that have evolved around what is defined as ‘terrorism’, vs
‘freedom fighters’. We will review what legal instruments are in place to tackle terrorism and how
humanitarian law and concepts like the Responsibility to Protect have emerged in the last two
decades. We will review how they are narrated in the press and their limitations.
Human Rights and transitional justice
Transitional justice is a rather new concept that emerged in the late 80s in international law. It is the
concept that societies need reconciliation, and transitional processes to move from a conflict-war to
a more peaceful and post-conflict setting. Transitional justice is a complex multi-faceted process that
goes from Truth and Reconciliation Tribunals and other mechanisms to address human rights
violations and the horrors committed during a war. This session will seek to explain the key processes,
the challenges, and the expected outcomes of TJ.
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Methodology of the class

This class is interactive. Most of the reading will be articles based that will be discussed in class.
Preferably, the articles will be read prior coming to the class so the discussion can start right away.
Other reading materials are expected for the elaboration of the individual assignments.
Evaluation
Individual work. Two assignments will be distributed during the course.
● One will be a medium-length essay (60% of the final grade)
● One will be press-review with a specific theme and narrative analysis (40%)
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